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HEAT SINK -LEAD FRAME STRUCTURE 

EXELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a unitary design of heat 
5 sink and lead frame structure for semiconductor 
applications . 

BACKGROUND of the invention 

A typical dual inline surface mount package 10 is 

10 shown in Fig. 1. Such a device 10 includes a heat sink 
12 which may, for example, be of copper, and a 
semiconductor die 14 mounted thereon. Leads 16 are 
connected to the die 14 by means of conducting wires 
18, and the die 14, conducting wires 18, and inner ends 

15 of the leads 16 are encapsulated in packaging material 
2 0 as is well known. The extended ends of the leads 16 
are soldered to appropriate parts of a printed circuit 
board 22. It will be seen that a direct heat 
conduction path is provided from the die 14 inside the 

20 package 20 through the heat sink 12 to the board 22. 
As a result, the structure can deal with a 
relatively large amount of power, and can also 
appropriately dissipate a relatively large amount of 
heat. However, in the interest of adding cooling 

25 capacity to the structure, additional heat conduction 
paths have been used. For example, with reference to 
Fig. 2, double-sided thermally conductive adhesive film 
on tape 24 is used to attach certain leads 16 to the 
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heat sink 12. While this structure has some 
advantages, the adhesive tape 24 has poor thermal 
conduction characteristics, and is also relatively 
expensive . 

5 In Fig. 3, certain leads 16 are riveted directly 

to the heat sink 12 by means of rivets 2 6 , providing 
leads 16 as additional paths for the dissipation of die 
heat to the printed circuit board 22. This device, 
however, provides a high level of interfacial 
10 resistance between the leads 16 and heat sink 12. 

Also, this approach is expensive and has reliability 
problems . 

STTMMARV OF THE INVENTION 

15 In accordance with the present invention, a 

surface mount package includes a unitary combination 
heat sink and lead frame, the heat sink having mounted 
thereon a semiconductor die and being mounted to a 
printed circuit board. The heat sink and certain leads 

2 0 of the lead frame provide heat conduction paths from 
the die to the printed circuit board, for highly 
effective dissipation of heat. 

RRTEE DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
25 Figs. 1, 2 and 3 are cross sectional views showing 

prior art devices ; 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the present inventive 
unitary heat sink- lead frame structure ; 
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Fig. 5 is a cross- sectional view of the inventive 
device; and 

Fig. 6 is a cross- sectional view of the basic 
element used in achieving the invention of Fig. 4. 

5 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

With reference to Figs. 4 and 5, shown therein is 
an embodiment of the present invention. As shown in 
Fig. 4, a unitary structure, heat sink-lead frame 30, 

10 i.e., a single piece having no separate parts, is 
provided as the basis thereof. The heat sink-lead 
frame structure 30 is shown as having 16 leads 32, 
including four leads 32A which extend from the heat 
sink 34, and 12 leads 32B which in accordance with 

15 common practice have their inner ends spaced frame and 
not connected to the heat sink 34 (of course, all leads 
of the lead frame in this form are connected by tie 
bars 36 as is well known, which will later be cut away, 
resulting in the leads 32A not being connected to the 

20 heat sink 34 in any manner) . 

With reference to Fig. 5, the heat sink 34 is 
mounted directly to a printed circuit board 38, and has 
mounted thereon a semiconductor die. The die 4 0 is 
connected by conducting wires 42 to the leads 32, and 

25 the extended ends of the leads 32 are soldered to the 
printed circuit board 38. In Fig. 5, the die 4 0 has 
ground pads 54 . connected by conducting wires 42 to the 
leads 32A which in turn extend from the heat sink 34, 
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so that the leads 3 2A act as ground leads, meanwhile 
with other conducting wires connecting the die 4 0 and 
leads 32B so that those leads 32B are signal leads. 

The die 4 0 and inner ends of the leads 32, along 
5 with the conductive wires 42, are housed in appropriate 
packaging material 44 (also noted in dotted line in 
Fig. 4) , and the tie bars 36 are cut away, all as is 
well known, in forming the final device 46, which 
includes heat sink 34 and leads 32A extending therefrom 
10 as a unitary, single piece structure. 

It will be seen that the heat sink 34 acts as a 
heat path for the die 40, as do the individual leads 
32A extending from the heat sink 34. 

This structure overcomes problems of the prior 
15 devices by including additional heat conduction paths 

which provide good thermal conductivity, meanwhile with 
the structure being low cost and avoiding the problems 
of poor thermal conduction adhesive tape, or the 
interfacial resistance in the riveting approach 
2 0 described above. 

The lead frame-heat sink structure 3 0 can with 
advantage be formed by the dual gauge copper structure 
48 of Fig. 6, wherein the relatively thick portion 48A 
which will define the heat sink 34 has a thickness X 
25 between the arrows which is 50 mils, while the portions 
48B which will define the leads 32 have a thickness 
indicated by Y between the arrows which is 15 mils. 
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CLAIMS 

What we claim is: 

1. A structure comprising a heat sink and a lead 
frame, the heat sink and lead frame being a unitary 

5 structure. 

2 . The structure of Claim 1 wherein the lead 
frame comprises at least one lead. 

10 3. The structure of Claim 1 wherein the lead 

frame comprises a plurality of leads. 

4 . The structure of Claim 1 and further 
comprising a semiconductor die mounted on the heat 

15 sink. 

5 . The structure of Claim 1 wherein the heat 
sink- lead frame unitary structure is copper. 

20 6. The structure of Claim 1 wherein the heat 

sink- lead frame unitary structure is a dual -gauge 
element . 

7. A device comprising a heat sink and a lead 
25 extending therefrom, the heat sink and lead being a 
unitary structure. 
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8 . The device of Claim 7 and further comprising 
a die mounted on the heat sink. 

9. The device of Claim 8 and further comprising 
5 a conductive connector connecting the die and lead. 

10. The device of Claim 9 and further comprising 
a printed circuit board on which the heat sink is 
mounted. 

10 

11. The device of Claim 10 and further comprising 
an encapsulating member on the die and from which the 
lead extends . 

!5 12 . The device of Claim 7 wherein the heat sink- 

lead unitary structure is copper. 

13 . The device of Claim 7 wherein the heat sink- 
lead unitary structure is a dual -gauge element. 

20 
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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the International Bureau on 10 April 1998 (10.04.98); 

original claims 1-13 replaced by amended claims 1-7 (2 pages)] 

1. A structure comprising a semiconductor die, 
heat sink and a lead frame, 

5 said lead frame comprising a plurality of 

thermally and electrically conductive leads, at 
least two of said leads being thermally connected 
to said heat sink and electrically connected to 
said semiconductor die, 
10 the other' s of said plurality of conductive 

leads being only electrically connected to said 
semiconductor die , 

the heat sink and the lead frame, including 
all of said leads, being a unitary structure. 

15 

2 . The structure of Claim 1 wherein the heat 
sink- lead frame unitary structure is copper. 

3 . The structure of Claim 1 wherein the heat 
2 0 sink- lead frame unitary structure is a dual -gauge 

element . 

4 . The device of Claim 1 and further comprising 
a printed circuit board on which the heat sink is 

25 mounted. 
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5. The device of Claim 1 and further comprising 
an encapsulating member on the die and from which said 
leads extend. 

5 6. The device of Claim 4 wherein the heat sink- 

lead unitary structure is copper. 

7. The device of Claim 4 wherein the heat sink- 
lead unitary structure is a dual-gauge element. 

10 
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